Elecction Monitor
M
ring of Radioss
Maay 3– May
M 23
20144
Internewss – Georgiia, under th
he framew
works of th
he project “Profession
“
nal Media for Electio
ons”,
funded by
b the EU-U
UNDP pro
ogram, is monitoring
m
g the radio
o channels. The mon
nitoring staarted
on April 15 and willl last through June 30.
3 It inclu
udes the mo
onitoring o
of evening
g news releeases
of 12 radiio broadcaasters: Rad
dio 1 (Public Broadcaaster), Imedi, Fortuna, Radio Liberty,
L
Pallitra,
The First Radio, Uttsnobi, Maaestro, Herreti (Lagod
dekhi), Old
d City (Ku
utaisi), Atiinati (Zugd
didi)
and Ajaraa (Batumi)..
Monitoriing of radio channelss during May
M 3 – Maay 23 reveaaled follow
wing key findings:
f
•

Th
here was tw
wice as mu
uch time alllocated to the
t govern
nment than
n to any oth
her subjectt;

•

Reeporting ab
bout electiions increased, but the progrrams of m
mayoral can
ndidates were
w
mo
ostly coverred briefly and superrficially;

•

Th
he most freequently co
overed maayoral cand
didates weere those o
of the Coalition Georrgian
Drream and th
he United National Movement
M
t;

•

Co
ompared to
o the monitoring of 2013, long
ger coverag
ge time waas observeed for the nonn
parliamentarry oppositiion partiess;

•

Lik
ke the mon
nitoring heeld in 2013,, superficiaal reporting
g or using only one source
s
rem
mains
to be the maiin problem
m;

•

he journalists often asked
a
poliiticians to make gen
neral comm
ment on th
heiropponeent’s
Th
staatements an
nd did nott really ask
k harsh queestions abo
out a speciffic problem
m;

•

Co
ompared to
o the moniitoring of 2013,
2
the reegional rad
diobroadcaasters prov
vided morre indepth coveraage of eveents. Their journalistts were mo
ore proacttive than the
t majoritty of
rep
porters of ccentral bro
oadcasters;

•

Th
he journalists did no
ot manipulate with voice/music, neitheer did they
y use the hate
speeech.
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Radio 1 (Public Broadcaster)
The Public Broadcaster allocated 58 minutes to the monitoring subjects. 14% of this coverage
time was dedicated to the United National Movement, 12%-12% - to the government and its
political team, the Coalition Georgian Dream. Compared to the previous reporting period, the
direct coverage of subjects increased. For example, the share of direct coverage was 18% for
the government, 14% - for the Prime Minister, and 35% - for the President.
“Radio 1” superficially covered the events, without asking severe questions. The journalists
were less proactive and the news stories were mostly limited to citing the politicians’
statements. In most cases the neutral tone was used when covering the subjects.
As the elections got closer, coverage of Tbilisi mayoral candidates of the Coalition Georgian
Dream and those of theUnited National Movement increased. However, there were no
profound stories prepared about them. Correspondingly, the time allocated to the candidates
only had a positive and neutral tone.
The journalists did not make any subjective evaluations and did not demonstrate any bias
towards any political force.

Time allocated to the subjects on the
Radio 1 according to the tone (%)
Positive
United National Movement 0:08:10

4
15

84

11

85

4

Non‐Parliamentary Opposition 0:04:54

100

David Narmania 0:04:40

77

23

Nika Melia 0:04:16

68

32

Burjanadze‐United Opposition 0:04:23

89

Labour Party 0:04:13

9

93

Prime Minister 0:03:08

13

Dimitri Lortkipanidze 0:01:37

24

President 0:01:50

79
76
100

Kakha Kukava 0:01:15 16
Asmat Tkabladze 0:01:06

Negative

91

5

Government 0:07:12
Coalition Georgian Dream 0:07:08

Neutral

35

84
65
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The First Radio
The First Radio allocated 2 hours and 3 minutes to the monitoring subjects. The largest
portions of time were dedicated to the government (30 minutes) and the United National
Movement (13 minutes).
More than a half of the total time was allocated to the direct speech of monitoring subjects. For
example, 68% of the time dedicated to the Coalition Georgian Dream was used for direct
speech; this rate was 65% in case of the United National Movement, and 40% - in case of the
government.
The journalists were highlighting different opinions about the issue, which found its reflection
on the diversity of tones. Activities of the authorities were covered with special criticism.
Negative tone was used for 40% of the time allocated to the government, which was basically
caused by the criticism of the authorities by theiropponents.
Concluding part of the news release was dedicated to the 10-12 minute interview with a
certain Tbilisi mayoral candidate, which significantly increased the coverage of mayoral
candidates. They had an opportunity to address their electorate and to speak exhaustively
about their program priorities.
This radio allocated time to those mayoral candidates of Tbilisi, who were hardly ever covered
via other radio broadcasters. They are: Irakli Ghlonti from teh political union “Reformers”,
Mikheil-Gela Saluashvili from the political union “In the Name of God – God Is Our Truth”,
Dimitri Lortkipanidze from “Burjanadze – United Opposition” and Asmat Tkabladze from the
“Labor Party”. The journalist did not ask severe and critical questions to them, this is why the
subjects were only covered with positive and neutral tones.
There were no cases of manipulation with sound or music in the news releases. The journalists
were not making subjective evaluations and observed the standards of professional ethics.
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Time allocated to the subjects on the
First Radio according to the tone (%)
Positive
Government 0:30 :30
United National Movement 0:13:40

Prime Minister 0:11:16

President 0:04:24
David Narmania 0:03:16
Labour Party 0:01:42

12

86
25

51

23

Asmat Tkabladze 0:11:09
Dimitri Lortkipanidze 0:11:03

22

78

Coalition Georgian Dream 0:12:18 3

50

50
22

Negative
40

55

5

Neutral

78

100
30 45
100

Non‐Parliamentary Opposition 0:01:25 100

Radio Palitra
Radio Palitra allocated an hour and 56 minutes to the monitoring subjects. 39% of this time
was used for reporting about the government, 16% - for the Coalition Georgian Dream and
14% - for the Prime Minister.
The radio broadcasted balanced stories about the main topics of the day. The journalists
provided in-depth coverage of the issue: they reported the opinions of the authorities and
opposition, also those of the NGO sector.
There were superficial stories prepared about the elections. Thejournalists did not ask critical
questions about the election promises. Little time was dedicated to the coverage of mayoral
candidates. Only Davit Narmania, Tbilisi mayoral candidate of the Coalition Georgian
Dreamwas covered for more than a minute, and 46% of this time was done in a positive
context.
Overall, the journalists provided impartial coverage of the events and did not make
journalistic evaluations. There were no cases of violating professional standards during the
broadcast.
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Time allocated to the subjects on the
Radio Palitra according to the tone (%)
Positive
Government 0:44:46

8

81

Coalition Georgian Dream 0:18:20 10
Prime Minister 0:15:56

Neutral

80

22

United National Movement 0:14:58
President 0:09:26

10

10

73
87

Negative

5
12

100

David Narmania 0:02:52
Speaker of Parliament 0:02:42 100
Burjanadze‐United Opposition 0:02:04

87

Non‐Parliamentari Opposition 0:01:38 100

Radio Utsnobi
Radio Utsnobi allocated only 26 minutes to the monitoring subjects. 47% of this time was
dedicated to the government, and 15-14% - to the President and the Prime Minister. There was
no direct speech of the subjects heard on the radio.
The host mostly reported the information disseminated by the government and official
agencies, which was often based on one source only. Reports about the events were dry, thus,
neutral tone was used in 90% of the time on average.
There was little time allocated to the coverage of election campaign in the news releases.
Consequently, none of the mayoral candidates was covered for more than a minute.
Thejournalists did not express subjective attitude towards any political force, neither did they
ask critical questions. They prepared impartial, but brief and superficial news about the main
topics of the day.
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Time allocated to the subjects on the
Radio Ucnobi according to the tone (%)
Positive
Government 0:12:45

3

93

President 0:03:58
Prime Minister 0:03:53

Neutral

Negative
4

100
9

80

United National Movement 0:01:48

69

Coalition Georgian Dream 0:01:32

96

Non‐Parliamentary Opposition 0:01:14

100

Speaker of Parliament 0:01:07

84

11

31

Radio Liberty
The Radio Liberty allocated an hour and 18 minutes to the monitoring subjects. Out of this
time 30% was provided to the government, 19% - to the United National Movement, and 15%
to the Prime Minister. On average, 40% of this time was used for direct speech.
The radio broadcaster was distinguished with diverse coverage of events. While reporting
about the politician activities, the journalists often highlighted the opinions of the NGO sector
and experts. The stories were not grounded on one source only and provided diverse positions
about the issue. For example, there were in-depth stories prepared about the
antidiscrimination law and the Association Agreement.
There was much time dedicated to the discussion of the election environment in the news
programs. The journalists were preparing the stories about the situations in Tbilisi and in the
regions. However, they did not increase the time allocated to the mayoral candidates yet.
There was no coverage about their electionprograms and visions on addressing the problem.
The journalists laid emphasis on the attitude of the public, the risk of using administrative
resource and evaluations of the NGOs.
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The radio broadcasters provided balanced and impartial coverage, with adherence to the
standards of professional ethics.

Time allocated to the subjects on the
Radio Liberty according to the tone (%)
Positive
Government 0:23:59

9

United National Movement 0:15:05

8

Prime Minister 0:11:54

8

Coalition Georgian Dream 0:08:59

80

14

74
81

Speaker of Parliament 0:02:21

95

Non‐Parlaimentary Opposition 0:02:15

96

Negative

77

13
11

85

President 0:03:36

David Jikia 0:01:24

Neutral

7
12

13

76

Other Mayoral Candidates 0:01:24 100

Radio Maestro
The Radio Maestro allocated 2 hours and 40 minutes to the monitoring subjects. Out of this
time, 47% was dedicated to the government, 17% - to the Prime Minister and 12% - to the
United National Movement. Although the timing of the news program lasted for more than
thirty minutes, there was no direct coverage of the subjects.
Superficial coverage of events was observed to be the main problem of the news programs.
The news was limited only to the citing of politicians’ statements and lacked any analysis. The
rate of negativecoverage of subjects was caused by highlighting the mutually critical
statements of politicians. Reports about the politicians’ activities were reported without
criticism: the journalists did not ask harsh questions; neither did they provide expert opinions.
The election campaign was also dry. Out of Tbilisi mayoral candidates, only Davit Narmania
(the Coalition Georgian Dream) and Nika Melia (the United National Movement) got more
than a minute. The stories had little to do with the election programs of candidates, and they
were only limited to quoting their statements from the meetings with public.
Correspondingly, in case of both candidates, more than two third of the time was covered
with positive tone.

7

Sequence of news in the news programs was sometimes illogical. For example, the Minister of
Internal Affairs was speaking about the disappeared wiretapping devices from agencies in the
program of May 12. The next two news items were about a completely different issue, and
only after that there was a comment of the United National Movement, which was made in
response to the statement of the Minister of Interior broadcasted two stories before. Such a
poor sequencing of the news was observed again. For example, in the news program of May
14, first the representatives of the Coalition Georgian Dreamwere providing clarifications
about why the Minister of Internal Affairswas unable not make appearance at the Parliament,
and statements the representatives of the United National Movement followed after two other
stories, where they were making statements about summoning the Minister to the Parliament.
The radio broadcaster provided an impartial though superficial coverage of the news. The
reporters were not manipulating with sound or music, neither did they make any subjective
evaluations.

Time allocated to the subjects on the
Radio Maestro according to the tone (%)
Positive
Government 1:15:06

22

Prime Minister 0:27:58

Coalition Georgian Dream 0:15:45 16
President 0:12:58

50
52

40

United National Movement 0:20:01 16 38

55

Neutral

Negative
28

9

46

80
45

David Narmania 0:03:09 70
Nika Melia 0:01:36
Non‐Parliamentary Opposition 0:01:08
Speaker of Parliament 0:01:01

Radio Fortuna
The Radio Fortuna allocated 23 minutes to the monitoring subjects. The most frequently
covered subjects were the government (32%), the United National Movement (18%) and the
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Coalition Georgian Dream (15%). Like the monitoring results of previous years, the radio
broadcaster did not provide any coverage containing direct speech of the subjects.
The journalists quoted the statements of politicians without asking additional questions.
Besides, like the previous reporting period, the news releases sometimes only broadcasted
only one piece of news. For example, the news release on May 8 dealt with covert surveillance
and was reduced only to the interview with Nika Gvaramia, head of Rustavi 2.
There was almost no news about elections, consequently, none of the mayoral candidates got
more than a minute.
The journalists did not express subjective attitude towards any political force, but the lack of
critical questions and stories prepared based on one source only - still remains a problem.

Time allocated to the subjects on the
Radio Fortuna according to the tone (%)
Positive
Government 0:07:32 2
United National Movement 0:04:17

88

13

73

Coalition Georgian Dream 0:03:24

Prime Minister 0:01:40

President 0:01:27

Burjanadze‐United Opposition 0:01:00

Neutral

95

49

43

Negative
10

14

5

8

100

100

Radio Imedi
Radioallocated an hour and 51 minutes to the monitoring subjects, and 15% of this time was
dedicated to the government, and 13%-13% to the United National Movement and the
Coalition Georgian Dream. The radio broadcaster allocated more than a half of the total time
to the politician’s direct speech (53%).
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The journalists prepared balanced stories about the main topics of the day. However, the
politicians’ activities were mostly reported without asking. This is why mostly the neutral tone
was used for politicians.
The radio broadcaster was distinguished with an active coverage of election campaigns, and
even prepared a separate section on this topic, reporting about the mayoral candidates
running for Tbilisi and for other cities as well.Overall, the Radio Imedi covered the more
mayoral candidates than other radios. The election subjects had a chance to promote their
visions, but their promises were followed up by the journalists’ critical questions, because of
which the mayoral candidates were covered only with positive and neutral tone.
News releases were distinguished with diversity of sources. The journalists were covering the
events impartially and in adherence to the professional ethics.

Time allocated to the subjects on the
Radio Imedi according to the tone (%)
Positive
Government 0:16:59

5

6

80

Coalition Georgian Dream 0:14:53

5

Prime Minister 0:11:38

8

17
87

8
3

89

David Narmania 0:10:55

15

Nika Melia 0:09:50

21

84

1

78

Labour Party 0:06:37

96

President 0:04:47 11

89

Dimitri Lortkipanidze 0:03:49

89

Burjanadze‐United Opposition 0:03:43

92
100

Speaker of Parliament 0:02:14

90

Asmat Tkabladze 0:01:49

72

Kakha Kukava 0:01:41

Negative

90

United National Movement 0:14:57 3

Non‐Parliamentary Opposition 0:02:37

Neutral

94

Radio Atinati (Zugdidi)
Radio Atinati was preparing brief news release; this is why only 15 minutes were dedicated to
the monitoring subjects. Majority of the stories were about the events developed in Samegrelo.
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The reports were dry, often based on one source. Besides, there was little time allocated to the
direct speech of the subjects.
The news was superficial, which found its reflection on the high rate of neutral tone. Negative
tone was observed only in case of the United National Movement and the Coalition Georgian
Dream. However, this was caused by the mutually critical statements of politicians and not by
harsh questions of journalists.
The journalists provided little coverage about the election environment. Neither did they lay
any emphasis on the activities of Zugdidi mayoral candidates. None of them got more than a
minute.
The journalists did not engage in subjective evaluations. Their reporting was dry, though
impartial.

Time allocated to the subjects on the
Radio Atinati according to the tone (%)
Positive
Government 0:03:48

21

United National Movement 0:03:10

Coalition Georgian Dream 0:01:24

Negative
79

22

57

Prime Minister 0:01:59

Non‐Parliamentary Opposition 0:01:41

Neutral

22

100

22

78

89
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Radio Old City (Kutaisi)
Radio Old City dedicated 51 minutes to the coverage of monitoring subjects. Out of this time,
18% was allocated to the government, 15% - to the Coalition Georgian Dream and 12% - to the
non-parliamentary opposition. On average, one third of this time was used for broadcasting
the direct speech of subjects.
The journalists provided especially critical coverage for the government activities. Besides, the
statements of parliamentary and non-parliamentary opposition parties were often highlighted,
11

mostly criticizing the authorities. This is why more than a half of the time allocated to the
officials and to the government team was reported with negative tone.
The radio broadcaster was actively preparing the stories about elections. The most frequently
covered top-five subjects included two mayoral candidates from Kutaisi (Giorgi Tevdoradze –
the United National Movement) and Shota Murghulia – (the Coalition Georgian Dream).
The journalists were distinguished with the diverse coverage of election campaigns. For
example, they were preparing the stories about gender balance within the party lists, asked
harsh questions about spending the administrative resources, also highlighted the election
programs of candidates and statements of the NGO sector. Besides, the journalists were
makingVoxPopuliand highlighted the visions of mayoral candidates regarding the social
problems identified by the public. For example, in the story broadcasted on May 13, the
politicians answered to the questions about how they were going to resolve the problem of
water supply in Kutaisi.
The journalists did not make subjective evaluations and did not express any biased attitude
towards any political force.

Time allocated to the subjects on the
Radio Old City according to the tone (%)
Positive
Government 0:09:25

6

27

Coalition Georgioan Dream 0:08:06

27

Non‐Parliamentary Opposition 0:06:48

44

Giorgi Tevdoradze 0:05:15

58

Shota Murghulia 0:04:31

67

5

42
26

7

57
82

Teimuraz Shashiashvili 0:02:36

67

Labour Party 0:02:14

33

88

Self‐governance‐to the People 0:01:25

64

Magda Gabrichidze 0:01:20

76

Burjanadze‐United Opposition 0:01:05

50
51

43

United National Movement 0:03:16

Negative
67

22

President 0:04:02

Neutral

36

50 50
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Radio Hereti (Lagodekhi)
Radio Hereti allocated an hour and 51 minutes to the coverage of monitoring subjects. 42% of
this time was dedicated to the government, 27% - to the Coalition Georgian Dream and 9% - to
the United National Movement. On average, 34% of this time was used for direct speech.
The radio intensively coveredthe ongoing events in the country; special emphasis was laid on
the news of the region (Kakheti). There were certain stories that were based on one source
sometimes, but in general, the events were covered impartially. The journalists were making
the news stories basically about social problems and asked harsh questions to the people in
charge of resolving those problems. Correspondingly, more than one third of the time
allocated to the government and the ruling team was covered with negative tone.
There was much time allocated to the discussion of the election topic in the news releases.
However, little time was provided specifically to the mayoral candidates. Thejournalists quite
actively reported the statements of politicians, CEC representatives, NGOs and the public.
Likewise, the election promises of candidate running for the Gamgebeli’s position in Kakheti
and Sakrebulo’s majoritarian candidates were actively covered.
Thejournalists of this radio broadcaster were distinguished with their critical discussions and
did not violate basic standards of professional ethics.

Time allocated to the subjects on the
Radio Hereti according to the tone (%)
Positive
Government 0:47:07
Coalition Georgian Dream 0:29:42

46

15

Burjanadze‐United Opposition 0:06:47

Negative
38

44

19

United National Movement 0:09:40 12 58

Prime Minister 0:03:30

Neutral

39

29

84
74

Non‐Parliamentary Opposition 0:02:30

73

President 0:02:22

61

Tamaz Arjevanidze 0:02:01
Labour Party 0:01:34
Platon Kalmakhelidze 0:01:03
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Radio Ajara (Batumi)
On May 15, Radio Ajara temporarily discontinued news programs, and consequently only 46
minutes were dedicated to the monitoring subjects. On average, 28% of this time was a direct
speech.
As observed, the main problem was the scarcity of sources in the stories. For example, the
event of giving presents to the war veterans on May 9 was covered from one side only and the
authorities were presented in a positive context. Due to similar occurrences, the 57% of the
time dedicated to the Ajarian government was covered with positive tone. Other than the
authorities, positive coverage was also provided for the United National Movement.
Correspondingly, unbalanced stories were the general problem for the radio broadcaster and
it was not an attempt of promoting a certain political force positively or negatively.
However, the journalists also prepared critical stories about the government activities. Much
time was dedicated to the coverage of social problems in Ajara, and it is when the journalists
asked harsh questions to the authorities. This is why, negative tone was used for the
government during 20% of the time, and the negative tone was used during 54% of the time
dedicated to the central government.
The news program actively covered the election campaign. The largest portion of time was
dedicated to Giorgi Ermakov, Batumi mayoral candidate from the Coalition Georgian Dream,
and by the way, all the three tones were used during this time. The journalists were asking
harsh questions to the candidate of the ruling team aboutthe usage of administrative
resources, because of which 25% of the time allocated to Giorgi Ermakov was covered in
negative tone.
The radio broadcaster adhered to the standards of professional ethics: There were no cases of
manipulation with voice or music; neither did we observe any instances of hate speech.
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Time allocated to the subjects on the
Radio Ajara according to the tone (%)
Positive
Ajara Government 0:11:13
Government 0:09:04

44

Giorgi Ermakovi 0:05:05

52

Prime Minister 0:02:35
Nugzar Chkhaidze 0:01:46

56
24

25

64

31
61

20

54

28

18

Negative
23

57

United National Movement 0:06:03

Coalition Georgian Dream 0:04:07

Neutral

39

88 12

Non‐Parliamentary Opposition 0:01:39 12 88
Labour Party 0:01:21
Giorgi Diasamidze 0:01:12

53 47
89

Conclusion
During the reporting period the radio broadcasters actively reported the events taking place in
the country. The journalists did not express subjective attitudes towards any of the political
forces and neither were there any instances of hate speech or manipulation with voice/music.
The trend of not violating the standards of professional ethics has been maintained among the
journalists. Compared to the monitoring results of 2013, more time was dedicated to the
coverage of non-parliamentary opposition parties.
Like the previous reporting period, the main problem was the reporting based on one source
only. The news reports were reduced to providing quotes from the statements of politicians.
Besides, the journalists rarely asked questions to the politicians about particular problems, and
they were asking for general comments about theiropponents’ statements. The radio Liberty,
Hereti and Old City were preparing more profound stories, and reporters of these radios were
more proactive: they were trying to identify problems and then they would ask harsh
questions to the respective people in charge.
Coverage of the electioncampaign increased significantly. Some of the radio broadcasters
prepared a separate bloc about this topic. However, the stories were more about the election
15

environment, evaluations of the NGOs and statements of the CEC representatives; though,
still there was little time allocated to mayoral candidates in particular, and to the discussion of
their election programs. In this respect, the regional radio broadcasters were more active. Their
journalists had opinion polls in the streets and highlighted the politicians’ opinions about the
ways of solving the problems identified by the population.
Unlike previous years, the majority of radios more critically covered the activities of officials.
So far we still observe the trend that the journalists do not make subjective evaluations and do
not prepare clearly positive or negative stories about any political force.
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